


CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL
	COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

3RD FEBRUARY 2026
	Present: 
Cllr F Swogger (Chair)
Cllr Benning (Vice Chair)
Cllr Claybrook
Cllr A Jones
Cllr G Jones
Cllr E Morris

County Cllr T Bates
Community Agent Christina Brewin
Clerk Miles Matile

The Meeting was Quorate under Standing Orders 2024 (3:T)

2 Members of the Public in attendance




	1
	APOLOGIES

	Nil
	

	2
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS RELATED TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
	Nil
	



	No
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 
WHO/WHEN

	3
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
13th JANUARY 2026 
	Amendment to address at 7(iii)
PROPOSED :  Cllr Benning
SECONDED:   Cllr A Jones
Approved
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING  
	
	

	4 (i)
	SCOTTISH POWER UPDATE
	Cllr Claybrook confirmed that she is making progress with contacting SP and will advise further at next meeting
	Cllr Claybrook.

	4 (ii)
	3 COUNCILS’ MEETING
	To proceed on Tuesday 10th February at Oliver Jones’ Hall.
Cllrs Benning and possibly A Jones to attend.
Apologies sent from Cllr Swogger and Clerk.
	

	4 (iii)
	COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
	· The Clerk advised that 3 formal applications had been received. In addition, there had been 5 initial expressions of interest.
· The Council agreed upon the process for the interviews and set the date for the 3rd March.
· Clerk to advise applicants and to provide all Councillors with paperwork.
	

	4 (iv)
	LIGHTING- TREGEIRIOG BUS SHELTER
	· Cllr Benning confirmed that he had spoken with those residents potentially affected and advised the Council that this request should not be continued.
	

	5
	REPORTS
	
	

	5 (i)
	COMMUNITY AGENT
	Council was very pleased to receive a report from Chirstina Brewin, and it remains very grateful for all the work that she is undertaking.
· The months of December and January have been busy with a number of repeat visits.
· C.B. alerted the Council to the possibility of re-starting a ‘Befriending Service’ based on the former ‘Ymestyn Service’.
· This winter has been particularly difficult and has highlighted a lot of loneliness and vulnerability.
· This idea remains in discussion, but it is envisioned that it will involve the recruitment of vetted and trained volunteers who will be able to offer a range of contacts – telephone- visits- signposting-transport.
· Further work is required and there is a provisional start month of October 2026.
· At this stage it is not possible to identify the financial costs involved.
· CB will return to Council to provide more details.
	

	5 (ii)
	NORTH WALES POLICE
	· The Council received apologies from PCSO Tudor who submitted a crime report for January which will be circulated.
· Cllr Bates confirmed that P.S. Alex Jennings will attend the 3 Councils’ Meeting on the 10th February.

	Clerk to notify of 2026 meetings



	5 (iii) 
	WREXHAM CBC

	Cllr Bates confirmed the following:
· Considerable work is going into budget preparation for 2026/2027 and setting the eventual Council Tax.
· Further discussions about how the budget for roads is being spent. Several Councillors again commented that the standard of repair was questionable and already, the newly surfaced B4500 at Pontfadog is falling away.
· It Is hoped that the M.P will attend the 3 Councils’ Meeting in February.
· Pride on our Streets Grants W.C.B.C are to consider making grants of up to £44,000 over 2 years to each Community Council subject to application and meeting specified criteria. At this stage there is no detail and this will follow.

Council considered several possible options and members of the Public asked that consideration be made for funding for the Village Hall.

Council agreed that given the importance of this development more planning will be required
· The Council also asked Cllr Bates for an update on pothole repairs in Ceiriog Uchaf. This will be referred to the 3 Councils’ meeting with a view to a joint letter to W.C.B.C be sent.
	 




	5 (iv)
	ROADS AND OFF-ROADING
	· The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the North Wales Polce Inspector for Rural Crime on the 14/1/2026 and the 30/01/2026 following the last Council meeting and there has been no response to date
· However, the Inspector has now sent an-all Community Council email which includes recognition of the off-roading issues and that there is to be a specific operation to target this and the Ceiriog Valley is included.
· Noted that the duty P.C.SO was taking numbers at the weekend for which the Council is grateful.
· P.S Alex Jennings will address the 3 Councils on the 10/02/2026.
	


	5 (v)
	GRAVEYARD AND CEMETERY SUB-COMMITTEE
	· Cllr Swogger confirmed that she had received a further call from a resident about the impact of the heavy rain on the cemetery. She had visited and confirmed that the damage was visible.
· WCBC had been contacted prior to Christmas requesting a further visit form an operations team and the Clerk will write again.
	





Clerk to write to Kerry Williams


	5 (vi)
	COUNCIL-GOVERNOR’S
REPORT
	· Cllr A Jones reported on the work of the school and the Governing Committee.
· A recent full Governor’s meeting had been convened which heard that budgets are being balanced, as a consequence of much hard work by the Head, staff and Governors.
· The numbers of children remain constant at both locations.
	

	6
	POLICY REVIEWS
	
	

	6 (i)
	TRAINING POLICY 2026
	The 2022-2023 policy was reviewed. 
It was agreed to introduce Mentoring for New Councillors and this will be included in the Plan.
Policy for 2026-2028 approved.
	

	6 (ii)
	ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
	This policy highlights some very important initiatives which includes partnership working and designation of 10% of the Precept to environmental development.
This Policy was approved.
	

	7
	FINANCES
	

	

	7 (i)
	PAYMENTS
	· ANTICIPATED PAYMENTS FOR FEBRUARY 2026
· Recurring bank charges £6.00. 
· Annual hedge cutting £120
· Confirmed that a final payment for the new Website had been made to Doodle IT as previously approved. 
· Final payment to ICT Vison who will be ending their contract with CUCC was made as previously approved.


	

	7 (ii)
	BALANCE OF ACCOUNTS TO 31/01/2026
	· Current Account  £  3,036.88  
· Savings Account   £14,956.19
· TOTAL                     £17,993.07
The total reserves are inclusive of anticipated election costs of £5.000 in May 2027

Council approved.
	

	7 (iii)
	ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
	· None received - 
· Ysgol Lllanarmon have returned the grant for a 2nd time. Clerk has made contact to resolve.

	

	8
	MATTERS – OTHERS NOT LISTED
	
	

	8 (i)
	PLANNING COMPLAINT
	The Council was in receipt of a formal letter to W.C.B.C in relation to further issues on the land around Pont y Mebion. The complainants have now obtained independent legal advice and this has been submitted to W.C.B.C.
	

	8 (ii)
	BRIDGE REPAIRS FELIN - TREGIEIROG 
	Cllr A Jones brought photographs of the current damage to both sides of the bridge. The Clerk confirmed that this had been previously reported.
Update as of 04/02/226. Confirmation from W.C.B.C that repairs are being prioritised.
	

	8 (ii)
	MEDICAL DRONES- CONSULTATION
	The Clerk circulated information from Dr Adam Packer from Birmingham University who has a undertaken a research project into the use of drone deliveries of medical supplies within Wrexham. There is a public meeting on 19th February at Acton Village Hall. Details circulated.
The Clerk confirmed that he had spoken with Dr Packer and offered an option of a further public meeting in the Valley.
	

	9
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	 3rd MARCH AT 7.00
This will be for interviews of applicants and there will be a reduced agenda of business

	






